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2019 AIA ST. LOUIS DESIGN AWARDS 
2019 AIA CENTRAL STATES DESIGN AWARDS  
GUIDELINES FOR THE JURY 
 
Objective:  To recognize and encourage excellence in design and bring public attention to works of distinction. 
 
Style:  Accepting the pluralism of architecture in the region and in the United States, it should be assumed that 
any design concept could result in a distinguished project. The key standard should be the consistency and 
success in achieving the declared concept. 
 
Scope of the Project:  Each entry in the awards program will be judged for the success with which the project 
has met its individual challenge and solution.  Entries will be weighed individually, not in competition with each 
other. Criteria for design excellence include function, utility, economy, environmental harmony, and aesthetics. 
 
In addition to recognizing design achievements, projects may be exemplary in any or all of the following sub-
categories: 
 
Societal advancement - demonstrates a commitment to social progress;  
 
Technical advancement – demonstrates & explores new technologies and their architectural applications;  
 
Preservation - demonstrates skill, sensitivity, and thoughtfulness in preservation;  
 
Adaptive reuse - demonstrates alternative use of existing buildings regardless of their original architectural 
intentions; 
 
Sustainability – demonstrates a commitment to sustainable design or 
 
Societal advancement – demonstrates a commitment to a social progress. 
 
Classification of the Awards: 
 
Honor Awards should be given to projects supported by three jurors. 
 
Merit Awards should be given to projects supported by two jurors, or projects that are supported by a number 
of jurors, but for some reason do not meet the standards of the  
Honor Awards. 
 
Distinguished Awards should be given to projects that set themselves apart from the norm in a positive way. 
This could be through its overall concept, the achievement of the program or the way it has been executed. 
Key to this definition is the definition of "norm"; in this case, it is taken to be the typical project of its type. 
 
The jury shall review projects for special achievement in the sub-categories (societal advancement, technical 
or preservation/restoration) and award citations where appropriate. The intention of this approach is not to 
force consensus on the jury. 

 


